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1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

iii.M.o!^^"'' "^'^^i'^^d though the invention is not identically 

disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and tJe prLr 

the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall noJ be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made 



2 . 

Co 



The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere 
383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 
establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 



1 

2 , 

3 . 
4 . 



Determining the scope and contents of the prior art 
Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 

Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art . 

Considering objective evidence present in the 
application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 



3. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over EP 0 639 686 (hereinafter «EP '686") in view 
of BP 1 075 917 (hereinafter «EP '917"). 

EP '686 discloses a magnet unit for fastening of a concrete 
mould (4) to a casting bed (1) . The unit has a fixed magnet (6) 
which is immovably attached to the metallic casting bed (1) . 
"Immovably," as used in claim 1 of the instant application, has 
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been interpreted based on the disclosure of the application to 
mean not movable relative to the magnetic unit, as opposed to 
permanently fixed in one location on the casting bed. The later 
interpretation would not make sense in view of claims 4-6 
reference to a detaching tool for removing the magnet unit from 
the casting bed. 

The «U" shape of magnet unit disclosed by EP '686 is such 
to form slot which could receive a detaching tool in at least 
one surface not having a wedge profile (see figure 1) . it is 
noted that EP '686 does disclose a differently operating 
detaching tool (13 and 14) which is not received in the slot 
(see figure 3). However, claim 4 of the instant application 
merely requires that magnet unit have a slot and a surface not 
having wedge shaped profile. A particular detaching tool is not 
positively recited in the claim. As the magnetic unit of EP '686 
is provided with the slot and non wedge shaped surface, it 
anticipates all of the elements of the magnetic unit recited in 
claim 4. 

EP '686 does not disclose the magnet unit to comprise a 
wedge profile for fitting to a counter wedge profile in the 
mould side. 

EP '917 discloses a magnet unit for fastening of a concrete 
mould side (9) to a casting bed. EP '917 discloses the magnet 
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unit to be provided with a wedge profile (6 and 7) for fitting 
to a counter wedge profile (11) provided in the mould side (see 
figure 4). EP '917 notes that such an arrangement forces the 
mould side to be tightly fixed to the casting bed (column 4, 
lines 31-34) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to have modified the 
apparatus of EP '686 as such to have provided the apparatus with 
a wedge profile to fit into a counter wedge profile on the mould 
side because such an arrangement tightly fixes the mould side to 
the casting bed as suggested by EP '917. 

4. Claim 2-3 and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over EP '686 modified by EP '917 as applied 
to claims 1 and 4 above, and further in view of Reymann (U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,082,701) . 

EP '686 and EP '917 disclose the magnet unit as described 
above. EP '686 and EP '917 do not disclose the magnet unit to 

comprise two faces on opposite sides of the magnet unit provided 

with the wedge profile for fitting into counter wedge surfaces 

on two separate mould side units. 

Reymann discloses a magnet unit for fastening of a concrete 

mould side to a casting bed. Reymann discloses, in the 
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embodiment shown in figure 3, the magnet unit to be such that 
opposite sides (22) of the magnet unit are configure such to 
support separate mould sides (23) on opposite sides of the 
magnet unit. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to have modified the 
magnet unit of EP ^686 and EP ^917 as such to have configured 
opposite sides with the wedge profile because this would have 
allowed for separate mould sides to be supported on both sides 
of the magnet unit as suggested by Reymann. 

5. The following references are cited as being pertinent to 
the instant application: 



Mueller (U.S. Pat. No. 3,530,540) 
side support system (see figure 4 

Reymann (U.S. Pat. No. 6,434,894) 
mould side support system. 



discloses a magnetic mould 
in particular) . 

discloses a magnetic concrete 



EP 0 945 238 discloses a magnetic concrete mould side support 
system. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (703) 308-6371. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wanda Walker, can be 
reached at (703) 308-0457. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9310 for responses to non-final action, 
and 703-872-9311 for responses to final actions. The unofficial 
fax phone number is (703) 305-3602. 
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